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Community Safety and Strengthening Act 
Community Safety and Strengthening Act (Senate Bill 793/Chapter 25) 
 
This Act authorizes the Johns Hopkins University (JHU) to establish a police department and sets 
forth related requirements. The Act also requires the Department of Legislative Services (DLS) to 
conduct an evaluation of the police department and make recommendations regarding 
reestablishment; subject to those provisions, the authority to establish a police department 
terminates after July 1, 2029. If JHU establishes a police department, by December 15, 2027, DLS 
must conduct a preliminary evaluation of the police department in the same manner as a 
preliminary evaluation is (currently) conducted under the Maryland Program Evaluation Act 
(MPEA). If LPC does not determine that a full evaluation is needed, DLS must prepare legislation 
to extend the termination date and the evaluation date. If LPC determines that a full evaluation is 
necessary, DLS must, in the same manner as is (currently) required under MPEA, conduct a full 
evaluation and issue a full report to the General Assembly recommending that the authorization 
for JHU to establish a police department should be reestablished, with or without changes, or 
allowed to terminate. Subject to those evaluation and reestablishment provisions, the bill’s 
provisions relating to the establishment of a police department by JHU terminate after July 1, 2029. 
 
Department of Commerce 
Economic, Housing, and Community Development – Opportunity Zone Incentives (Senate Bill 
581/Chapter 211) 
 
This Act establishes the Opportunity Zone Enhancement Program, to be administered by the 
Department of Commerce. Qualifying businesses within an opportunity zone may qualify for 
enhanced incentives under the following tax credit programs: (1) job creation; (2) One Maryland; 
(3) enterprise zone; (4) biotechnology investment incentive; (5) cybersecurity investment 
incentive; and (6) More Jobs for Marylanders. The enhanced incentives do not apply to (1) the 
enterprise zone property tax credit and (2) One Maryland tax credits unless the business hires at 
least 50 qualified employees.  

The Act does not apply to an economic development opportunity that is located in an area 
designated as a qualified opportunity zone in Allegany, Garrett, Somerset, or Wicomico Counties.  

In the case of an economic development opportunity located outside a priority funding area, the 
department shall first comply with the provisions of Title 5, Subtitle 7B of the State Finance and 
Procurement Article before making a request for approval by LPC. 

  



Federal Shutdown Paycheck Protection Act 
Civilian Federal Employees – Unemployment Insurance Benefits and Federal Government 
Shutdown Employee Assistance Loan Fund (Federal Shutdown Paycheck Protection Act) 
(Senate Bill 391/Chapter 2 and House Bill 336/Chapter 1) 
 
This Act ensures that, subject to a series of contingencies based on possible federal determinations, 
all civilian federal employees who are required to report to work and are not being paid because 
the federal government is in a full or partial shutdown due to a lapse in appropriations have access 
to either unemployment insurance benefits or a no-interest loan program. In addition to funds 
appropriated in the State budget and other sources, the fund consists of (1) money transferred from 
the Catastrophic Event Account and (2) repayments on loans made from the fund. The purposes 
for which the Catastrophic Event Account may be used are expanded to include a full or partial 
federal government shutdown due to lapse in appropriations, and the Governor is authorized, after 
a two-day review and comment period by the LPC, to transfer funds by budget amendment from 
the account to the fund. 
 
Mandated Reports and Statutory Commissions, Councils, and Committees 
Mandated Reports and Statutory Commissions, Councils, and Committees – Revisions (Senate Bill 
112/Chapter 6) 
 
This Act repeals specified statutory reporting requirements and specified councils, committees, 
and commissions that are obsolete, duplicative, or unnecessary. It also consolidates, reschedules, 
and clarifies specified reporting requirements for the purposes of efficiency and practicality and 
makes technical and stylistic changes.  
 
Maryland Stadium Authority 
Maryland Stadium Authority – Development of Supplemental Facilities to Benefit Camden Yards 
(House Bill 1425/Chapter 221) 
 
This Act authorizes the Maryland Stadium Authority (MSA) to prepare studies that relate to the 
development of supplemental facilities, as defined, that directly or indirectly benefit the sports 
facilities at Camden Yards. Subject to the approval by the Board of Public Works and review by 
LPC, MSA may develop supplemental facilities and supplemental facility sites to directly or 
indirectly benefit the sports facilities at Camden Yards. This includes the power to (1) develop, 
establish, acquire, own, lease, improve, operate as landlord, regulate, maintain, sell, transfer, or 
otherwise dispose of property acquired under the bill and (2) enter into partnerships with 
Baltimore City, units of the State or local government, or private developers.  
 
Maryland Statistical Analysis Center 
Vehicle Laws – Race-Based Traffic Stops – Policy and Reporting Requirements (Senate Bill 
417/Chapter 626 and House Bill 301/Chapter 625) 
 
This Act makes permanent a requirement that the Maryland Statistical Analysis Center and the 
Maryland Police Training and Standard Commission (MPTSC) jointly report noncompliance of 
law enforcement agencies who fail to comply with specified reporting provisions to the Governor 
and LPC.  



Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission – Procurement – Source Selection 
(House Bill 1279/Chapter 354) 
 
This Act authorizes the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) 
to establish an MBE program, under specified conditions, and a local small business enterprise 
preference program. M-NCPPC must complete a study to evaluate whether there is a compelling 
interest to implement specified remedial measures to assist minorities and women in participating 
in the commission’s procurement; the study must be completed prior to establishing an MBE 
program. M-NCPPC must report its findings to the Montgomery and Prince George’s County 
delegations and LPC on or before January 1, 2020. 
 
Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability and Maryland 
Program Evaluation Act 
State Government – Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability and Maryland 
Program Evaluation Act (Senate Bill 640/Chapter 511and House Bill 1113/Chapter 510) 
 
This Act establishes the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability (OPE) in 
DLS. The bill also eliminates the required evaluations under MPEA, although the termination dates 
for the various entities subject to MPEA are maintained. Instead, those entities currently subject 
to MPEA may be evaluated in accordance with a DLS work plan, while responsibility to introduce 
reauthorizing legislation is placed on the entities. The executive director may designate which DLS 
office is responsible for evaluations under MPEA. When directed by LPC, Joint Audit and 
Evaluation Committee, the executive director, the Office of Policy Analysis director, or OPE 
director, the designated office must conduct an evaluation of a specified governmental activity or 
unit and the statutes related to the governmental activity or unit. 
 
Prescription Drug Affordability Board 
Health – Prescription Drug Affordability Board (House Bill 768/Chapter 692) 
 
This bill establishes a Prescription Drug Affordability Board. The board must make specified 
determinations, collect data, and identify specified prescription drug products that may cause 
affordability issues; may conduct a cost review of each identified drug product; and, if warranted, 
must draft a plan of action that includes the criteria to set upper payment limits for prescription 
drug products. The plan of action must be approved either by LPC or by the Governor and the 
Attorney General. If a plan of action is drafted, by July 1, 2021, the board must submit the plan of 
action to LPC for approval. LPC must have 45 days to approve the plan of action. If LPC does not 
approve the plan of action, the board must submit the plan of action to the Governor and the 
Attorney General for approval. The Governor and the Attorney General must have 45 days to 
approve the plan of action. The board may not set upper payment limits unless the plan is approved 
by either (1) LPC or (2) the Governor and the Attorney General.  
 
If the plan of action is approved by LPC or the Governor and the Attorney General, then beginning 
January 1, 2022, the board may set upper payment limits for prescription drug products that are:  
(1) purchased or paid for by a unit of State or local government or an organization on behalf of a 
unit of State or local government, including State or county correctional facilities, State hospitals, 



and health clinics at State institutions of higher education; (2) paid for through a health benefit 
plan on behalf of a unit of State or local government, including a county, bicounty, or municipal 
employee health benefit plan; or (3) purchased for or paid for by the Maryland Medicaid program.  
 
Video Lottery Terminals 
Video Lottery Terminals – Minority Business Participation Goals – Enforcement and Reporting 
(Senate Bill 421/Chapter 281 and House Bill 685/Chapter 280) 
 
This Act extends by one year the deadline for the Maryland Department of Transportation to 
complete a study of the minority business enterprise requirement’s compliance with federal law. 
A final report on the study must be submitted to LPC on or before December 13, 2019. 
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